the opinion of medical men is not to be trusted on any subject, no matter how obvious and definite the issues may be. Now, whatever may be the unavoidable differences of opinion regarding obscure ailments as they occur in individuals, there is no reason to suggest that where the issues are not obscure, and the facts not equivocal, medical men are less able than others belonging to the educated classes to weigh evidence regarding subjects connected with their respective spheres of work.
It may, indeed, be urged that the difficulties which usually beset their path are likely to make them more sure-footed where the way is comparatively smooth. And it is probable that in nothing is the profession more united than in the opinion that vaccination prevents and controls smallpox.
All the same, it is better that this whole subject of vaccination should, once in a while, be submitted to authoritative and competent criticism.
Four inquiries have now been held by or for Parliament, and vaccination has successfully stood the test of these successive ordeals.
The first was in 1802, the next in 1808, both 
